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Q21
The organisms "Cicada, Froghopper and Pond skater" are : (a)
Birds (b) Fish (c) Insects (d) Reptiles Official key: C.

UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2024 - General Studies - 2 marks - Environment and Ecology

Environment, ecology, climate, biodiversity - Prelims GS Paper L.

Explanation

(a)

Birds. Cicadas and pond skaters are not birds.

(b)
Fish. Froghoppers are not fish.

(c) Official key

Insects. Cicada, froghopper and pond skater are all insects.

(d)

Reptiles. None of the three is a reptile.

Summary

Official key is (c) insects. Cicadas and froghoppers are hemipterans; pond skaters (Gerridae)
are bugs that walk on water. None is a bird, fish or reptile.

Related possible facts

These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.

Hemiptera
True bugs; cicadas and froghoppers belong here.

Pond skater
Gerridae; uses surface tension to skate on still water.
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