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Q2

With reference to land reforms in independent India, which one
of the following statements is correct? (a) The ceiling laws were
aimed at family holdings and not individual holdings. (b) The
major aim of land reforms was providing agricultural land to all
the landless. (c) It resulted in cultivation of cash crops as a
predominant form of cultivation. (d) Land reforms permitted no
exemptions to the ceiling limits. Official key: B.
UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2019 · General Studies · 2 marks · Economy
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Explanation

(a)
(a) Ceiling laws aimed at family holdings and not individual holdings. States used both family
and individual as the ceiling unit; the statement is too absolute, so it is not the key.

(b) Official key
(b) The major aim of land reforms was providing agricultural land to all the landless. Abolition
of intermediaries, tenancy reform, ceilings and redistribution were all pointed at putting land
into the hands of the tiller and the landless. That stated aim is the official key.

(c)
(c) Cultivation of cash crops as the predominant form. Land reforms did not recast Indian
agriculture into cash-crop predominance; foodgrain tenancy and subsistence holdings
remained central, so this result-claim is not the key.

(d)
(d) No exemptions to ceiling limits. Plantations, orchards, cooperative farms and other
categories were commonly exempted, so a no-exemption claim is not the key.

Summary
Official key is (b). Independent India's land-reform package - zamindari abolition, tenancy
security, ceilings and redistribution - was framed as land to the tiller and to the landless.
Ceiling statutes were not uniformly family-only, and they carried exemptions, so (a) and (d)
overstate the law. Cash-crop predominance was not the designed outcome of those reforms.
Honour the stored letter (b).

Related possible facts
These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.
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Intermediary abolition
Zamindari / jagirdari Acts of the 1950s

Ceiling unit
Family or individual, State-wise

Common exemption
Plantations, orchards, cooperative farms

Tenancy aim
Security and ownership for the tiller

Askable twin
Bhoodan and gramdan as non-statutory paths
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