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Q71

With reference to the religious practices in India, the
"Sthanakvasi" sect belongs to (a) Buddhism (b) Jainism (c)
Vaishnavism (d) Shaivism Official key: B.
UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2018 · General Studies · 2 marks · Art and Culture

Indian art, architecture, culture - Prelims GS Paper I.

Explanation

(a)
(a) Buddhism. Buddhist schools include Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana; Sthanakvasi is
not one of them. This option is not the key.

(b) Official key
(b) Jainism. Sthanakvasis are a Svetambara Jain sect that rejects idol worship and worships in
sthanaks (halls) rather than temples. That is the Indian religious identification asked. This
option is the official key.

(c)
(c) Vaishnavism. Vaishnava sampradayas centre on Vishnu/Krishna; Sthanakvasi is not among
them. This option is not the key.

(d)
(d) Shaivism. Shaiva traditions worship Shiva; they do not include Sthanakvasi. This option is
not the key.

Summary
Official key is (b) Jainism. Sthanakvasi is a non-idolatrous Svetambara Jain tradition,
distinguished from Murtipujaka temple Jains and from the later Terapanth. It is not a Buddhist
nikaya and not a Vaishnava or Shaiva sampradaya. The WRAP identification is therefore
Jainism. That matches the stored letter (b).

Related possible facts
These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.

Sthanak
Prayer hall without images, used by Sthanakvasis

Svetambara / Digambara
Two main Jain sects by monastic practice and scripture
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Lonka Shah
15th-16th century figure in the anti-idol Svetambara reform line

Terapanth
Later Svetambara order founded by Bhikshu (18th century)

Murtipujaka
Image-worshipping Svetambaras, contrasted with Sthanakvasis
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