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Q80

Which among the following events happened earliest? (a) Swami
Dayanand established Arya Samaj. (b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote
Neeldarpan. (c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote
Anandmath. (d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to
succeed in the Indian Civil Services Examination. Official key: B.
UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2018 · General Studies · 2 marks · History (Ancient, Medieval, Modern)

Ancient, medieval and modern Indian history - Prelims GS Paper I.

Explanation

(a)
(a) Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj. Arya Samaj was founded at Bombay in
1875-later than Nil Darpan. This option is not the earliest event. This option is not the key.

(b) Official key
(b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan. The play was published in 1860, the earliest date
among the four listed events. This option is the official key.

(c)
(c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath. Anandamath appeared in 1882, after
both Nil Darpan and Satyendranath's ICS success. This option is not the key.

(d)
(d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian ICS officer. He passed in 1863 (joined
1864)-after 1860. This option is not the key.

Summary
• Official key is (b). Chronology of the four events: Nil Darpan (1860), Satyendranath
Tagore's ICS (1863/64), Arya Samaj (1875), Anandamath (1882). The earliest is therefore
Dinabandhu Mitra's play. Options that pick 1875, 1882 or the ICS success are later. The stored
letter is (b).

Related possible facts
These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.

Nil Darpan
1860; indigo-planter oppression in Bengal

Satyendranath Tagore
First Indian ICS, 1863 batch
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Arya Samaj
10 April 1875, Bombay; Dayananda Saraswati

Anandamath
1882 novel; "Vande Mataram"

Indigo Revolt
1859-60 peasant uprising that the play dramatised
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