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Q5

One of the implications of equality in society is the absence of (a)
Privileges (b) Restraints (c) Competition (d) Ideology Official key:
A.
UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2017 · General Studies · 2 marks · Polity and Governance

Indian Constitution, polity, rights, governance - Prelims GS Paper I.

Explanation

(a) Official key
(a) Privileges. Equality as a social principle means no special, unearned rights for a class or
birth group. Absence of privileges is therefore the direct implication and the official key.

(b)
(b) Restraints. Equal societies still restrain violence, fraud and domination. Equality does not
mean the end of all restraints, so this is not the key.

(c)
(c) Competition. Open competition is often an instrument of equal opportunity, not something
equality abolishes. It is not the key.

(d)
(d) Ideology. Political communities remain ideological; equality is itself an ideological claim. It
is not the key.

Summary
Official key is (a) privileges. To treat persons as equals is to deny hereditary or status
privileges that lift some above the common rule of law. Restraints on harm, fair competition,
and political ideology can all coexist with equality. The NCERT line that equality implies the
absence of privileges is what the keyed option records.

Related possible facts
These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.

Article 14
Equality before law and equal protection

Article 15
No discrimination on listed grounds
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Article 16
Equality of opportunity in public employment

Article 18
Abolition of titles (except military/academic)

Privileges vs rights
Privileges are special; rights are general

NCERT polity
Equality linked to end of privileges
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