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Q42
Democracy's superior virtue lies in the fact that it calls into
activity (a) the intelligence and character of ordinary men and
women. (b) the methods for strengthening executive leadership.
(c) a superior individual with dynamism and vision. (d) a band of
dedicated party workers. Official key: A.

UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2017 - General Studies - 2 marks - Polity and Governance

Indian Constitution, polity, rights, governance - Prelims GS Paper I.
Explanation

(a) Official key

(a) The intelligence and character of ordinary men and women. Democratic theory (the
question's 'superior virtue') locates legitimacy in calling ordinary citizens' judgment and civic
character into public activity. This is the official key.

(b)
(b) Methods for strengthening executive leadership. That is a managerial, not a democratic,
virtue. Not the key.

()
(c) A superior individual with dynamism and vision. That is the language of dictatorship or
heroic leadership, not democracy's superior claim. Not the key.

(d)
(d) A band of dedicated party workers. Parties matter, but they are not the distinctive moral
claim of democracy over other forms. Not the key.

Summary

Official key is (a) the intelligence and character of ordinary men and women. The standard
comparative claim is that democracy uniquely summons the ordinary citizen into public reason
and responsibility. Strengthening the executive, waiting for a superior individual, or relying on
a party cadre can exist under non-democratic regimes as well. NCERT and Mill-style
arguments about development of character sit behind this letter. Honour (a).

Related possible facts

These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.

Article 326
Adult suffrage
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Preamble
Democratic Republic

J. S. Mill

Democracy as school of public spirit

Part XV
Elections

61st Amendment
Voting age 18

Republic
Elected head of State
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