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Q62

Consider the following statements: 1. The Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Programme was launched during 1996-97 to provide
loan assistance to poor farmers. 2. The Command Area
Development Programme was launched in 1974-75 for the
development of water-use efficiency. Which of the statements
given above is/are correct? (a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 Official key: B.
UPSC Civil Services Prelims 2015 · General Studies · 2 marks · Economy

Indian economy, budget, schemes - Prelims GS Paper I.

Explanation

(a)
Statement 1 is incorrect. AIBP was launched in 1996-97 to give central assistance to States for
completing incomplete major and medium irrigation projects, not to give loan assistance to
poor farmers. This option is therefore not the key.

(b) Official key
• Statement 2 is correct: the Command Area Development Programme was launched in
1974-75 to improve water-use efficiency below the outlet through on-farm development.
Statement 1 is false. Hence 2 only is the official key.

(c)
Both would require statement 1 to be true. AIBP was not a farmer-loan scheme. This option is
not the key.

(d)
Neither would deny the CADP launch and purpose in statement 2, which is correct. This
option is therefore wrong.

Summary
Official key is (b) 2 only. Command Area Development (1974-75) aimed at last-mile water-use
efficiency in irrigated commands. AIBP (1996-97) helped States finish pending irrigation
projects; it was not a credit line to poor farmers. Statement 1 therefore falls. Only statement 2
remains.

Related possible facts
These can be asked in a future Prelims paper.

AIBP
Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme, 1996-97, central assistance to States
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CAD / CADWM
Command Area Development; later CAD and Water Management

PMKSY
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana later subsumed AIBP and CADWM windows

On-farm development
Field channels, land levelling, warabandi under CAD

Major/medium projects
AIBP target class, not individual farmer loans
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