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Q5(b)

Examine the concept of 'Cultural Pluralism' in the context of
India's Unity in Diversity
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2023 · Sociology GS 2 · 10 marks · Perspectives on the study of Indian society

Perspectives on the study of Indian society: Indology (G.S. Ghurye); Structural functionalism (M.N. Srinivas);
Marxist sociology (A.R. Desai).

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.
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Eighth Schedule
Constitutional recognition of scheduled languages as a pluralism device.

Articles 25-30
Faith and minority education rights that assume a plural public.

Rudolphs
Traditional communities operating as modern political actors without cultural erasure.

Yogendra Singh
Indian tradition modernizing as a multi-layered civilisation, not a single culture.

Beteille
Equality as a constitutional value that must sit with, and sometimes against, ranked diversity.
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