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Q4(c)

Highlight the differences and similarities between totemism and
animism

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2023 - Sociology GS 1 - 10 marks - Sociology

Sociology - The Discipline: Modernity and social changes in Europe and emergence of sociology; Scope of the
subject and comparison with other social sciences; Sociology and common sense.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/sociology-gs-1/2023/highlight-the-differences-and-similarities-bet
ween-totemism-and-animism/

Primitive Culture

Tylor's work that defined animism as the minimum definition of religion.

The Elementary Forms of Religious Life
Durkheim's study that took Australian totemism as the clue to the sacred.

Totem
A species or object that stands for a clan and is hedged by taboo and rite.

Intellectualism
Tylor's view that religion begins in inference from dreams and death.

Society as sacred
Durkheim's claim that in worshipping the totem the clan worships its own unity.
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