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Q3(a)

What are the shortfalls of positivist philosophy that gave rise to
the non-positivist methods of studying social reality ?
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2022 · Sociology GS 1 · 20 marks · Sociology

Sociology - The Discipline: Modernity and social changes in Europe and emergence of sociology; Scope of the
subject and comparison with other social sciences; Sociology and common sense.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.
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y-that-gave-rise-to-the-non-positivist-methods-of-studying-social-reality/

Comte
Founded a positivist programme of social laws and scientific hierarchy.

Weber
Required interpretative understanding of intended meaning as the object of sociology.

Habermas
Criticised positivism for reducing knowledge to technical control of objects.

Harding
Argued that unexamined standpoint is a scientific failure, not a guarantee of objectivity.
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