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Q6(c)

Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of social survey method in
social research.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2020 · Sociology GS 1 · 15 marks · Sociology as Science

Sociology as Science: Science, scientific method and critique; Major theoretical strands of research
methodology; Positivism and its critique; Fact value and objectivity; Non-positivist methodologies.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/sociology-gs-1/2020/analyse-the-strengths-and-weaknesses-of-soci
al-survey-method-in-social-research/

NFHS
Large household survey of health, fertility, and gender indicators.

NSSO / PLFS
Survey architecture for work and consumption, still strained by informality.

Durkheim
Showed why rates matter; also showed dependence on official classification.

Blumer
Variable analysis can miss how actors define the situation.
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