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Q8(b)

How is Durkheim's theory of religion different from Max Weber's
theory of religion?
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2016 · Sociology GS 1 · 15 marks · Sociology

Sociology - The Discipline: Modernity and social changes in Europe and emergence of sociology; Scope of the
subject and comparison with other social sciences; Sociology and common sense.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/sociology-gs-1/2016/how-is-durkheims-theory-of-religion-different-
from-max-webers-theory-of-religion/

Church (Durkheim)
A moral community of believers; required in his definition of religion.

Theodicy (Weber)
Religious answers to suffering and fortune that shape life-conduct.

Inner-worldly asceticism
Weber: disciplined worldly work as a religious task, as in Puritanism.

Collective effervescence
Durkheim: assembly that generates the feel of a force beyond the individual.
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