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Q1(d)

Which concepts did Weber use to analyse the forms of legitimate
domination?
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2015 · Sociology GS 1 · 10 marks · Sociology

Sociology - The Discipline: Modernity and social changes in Europe and emergence of sociology; Scope of the
subject and comparison with other social sciences; Sociology and common sense.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/sociology-gs-1/2015/which-concepts-did-weber-use-to-analyse-the-
forms-of-legitimate-domination/

Legitimate domination
Obedience supported by a belief in the validity of the order, not only by fear.

Charisma
Extraordinary personal quality; unstable until routinised into office or tradition.

Bureaucracy
Staff of legal-rational rule: hierarchy, files, specialised competence, impersonality.

Modern state
For Weber, a community that successfully claims monopoly of legitimate physical force in a
territory.
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