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Q5(e)

Explain the relevance of the idea of 'cultural lag' in
understanding social change.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2015 · Sociology GS 1 · 10 marks · Social Change in Modern Society

Social Change in Modern Society: Sociological theories of social change; Development and dependency; Agents
of social change; Education and social change; Science, technology and social change.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/sociology-gs-1/2015/explain-the-relevance-of-the-idea-of-cultural-l
ag-in-understanding-social-change/

Ogburn
Cultural lag: adaptive culture trails material invention, producing maladjustment.

Material culture
Tools, machines, and techniques in Ogburn's contrast with values and institutions.

Anomie
Durkheim's lag of moral regulation behind a new division of labour.

Gig platforms
A contemporary Indian illustration of technique ahead of labour law and social security.
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