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Q5(c)

Distinguish between sects and cults with illustrations.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2015 · Sociology GS 1 · 10 marks · Religion and Society

Religion and Society: Sociological theories of religion; Types of religious practices: animism, monism,
pluralism, sects, cults; Religion in modern society: religion and science, secularization, religious revivalism,
fundamentalism.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/sociology-gs-1/2015/distinguish-between-sects-and-cults-with-illus
trations/

Troeltsch
Church-sect typology: church accommodates the world; sect protests it.

Wilson
Mapped sects by response to the world, including conversionist and introversionist types.

Weber charisma
Personal extraordinary authority that many cultic groups organise around.

Routinisation
Charismatic cults tend to become office, tradition, or memory after the founder.
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