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Q1(e)

Explain briefly the elite theory of democracy

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2025 - PSIR GS 1 - 10 marks - Democracy: Classical and contemporary
theories; different models of democracy

Democracy: Classical and contemporary theories; different models of democracy - representative, participatory
and deliberative.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a

substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/psir-gs-1/2025/explain-briefly-the-elite-theory-of-democracy/

Michels

The iron law of oligarchy holds that organisation produces a leadership caste even in parties
devoted to equality.

Schumpeter

Democracy is a method by which elites compete for the people's vote, not a regime in which the
people decide issues directly.

Mosca
A ruling class uses organisation and political formulae to justify its monopoly of political control.
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