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Q3(a)

Explain the Aristotelian view of politics. To what extent do you
think it has contributed to the development of modern-day
constitutional democracies?
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2021 · PSIR GS 1 · 20 marks · Federalism

Federalism: Constitutional provisions; changing nature of centre-state relations; integrationist tendencies and
regional aspirations; inter-state disputes.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.
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Politics
Aristotle's treatise on the polis, citizenship, and classification of constitutions.

Politeia
Both a regime-type (polity) and the arrangement of offices as a people's way of life.

Austin
The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation reads the text as a seamless web of political and
social aims.

Kesavananda, 1973
Basic structure as constitutional identity, a modern analogue of a regime that cannot become
another regime by mere vote.
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