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Q7

Case study. Lata, a mother of two children, was admitted to a hospital
for acute abdominal pain. Her sister-in-law, Sujatha, accompanied her.
Dr. Mansi examined Lata and recommended a diagnostic laparoscopy.
Lata's consent was taken to conduct the medical procedure under
general anesthesia. During the laparoscopy, Dr. Mansi's team
discovered a tumor in Lata's uterus. A closer examination suggested
that the tumor could be malignant. One option before Dr. Mansi was to
extract a sample for biopsy. In that case, if the tumor was malignant,
Lata would have to undergo another surgery for removal of the uterus.
An alternative was to remove the uterus immediately. Dr. Mansi had to
take a quick decision. As Lata was under general anesthesia, Dr. Mansi
explained the situation to Sujatha. Sujatha agreed with Dr. Mansi's
recommendations for a hysterectomy, wherein Lata's uterus would be
removed to avoid the risk and pain of undergoing another surgery. Dr.
Mansi removed Lata's uterus after receiving Sujatha's consent in
writing. Lata was informed of this the next day. She was very upset and
felt betrayed as she had not consented to the removal of her uterus.
Lata complained to the police who tried to convince her that Dr. Mansi
had acted with good intention to help a patient. Sujatha was of the
same opinion, however Lata was not convinced and decided to
approach the court. (a) Discuss the ethical issues involved in this case.
(b) Discuss the moral conduct of the doctor in this situation.
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Case Studies on above issues.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round.

Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971
Highlights the statutory importance of
individual consent for procedures involving
reproductive organs.

National Medical Commission (NMC) Guidelines
Emphasize that informed consent is mandatory
for any therapeutic procedure beyond the
scope of initial diagnostic plans.
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