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Q3(b)

"The greatest discovery of my generation is that a human being can
alter his life by altering his attitudes." - William James
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2025 · GS IV · 10 marks · Attitude
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Attitude: content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour; moral and political
attitudes; social influence and persuasion.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round.

William James
American psychologist and pragmatist who
stressed habit, attention, and the will as
shapers of conduct.

Attitude vs structure
Inner change helps the agent; social policy
must still address hunger, rights, and
exclusion.

Professional attitude
In public service, attitude shows in tone,
fairness, and willingness to correct an error
without ego.
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