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Q12
Case study. Ashok is Divisional Commissioner of one of the
border districts of the North East State. A few years back,
Military has taken over the neighbouring country after
overthrowing the elected civil government. Civil war situation is
prevailing in the country especially in last two years. However,
internal situation further deteriorated due to rebel groups taking
over control of certain populated areas near own border. Due to
intense fight between military and rebel groups, civilian
casualties has increased manifold in recent past. In the
meantime, in one night Ashok got information from the local
police guarding the border check post that there are about
200-250 people mainly women and children trying to cross over
to our side of the border. There are also about 10 soldiers with
their weapons in military uniform part of this group who wants to
cross over. Women and Children are also crying and begging for
help. A few of them are injured and bleeding profusely need
immediate medical care. Ashok tried to contact Home Secretary
of the State but failed to do so due to poor connectivity mainly
due to inclement weather. (a) What are the options available with
Ashok to cope with the situation?(b) What are the ethical and
legal dilemmas being faced by Ashok?(c) Which of the options, do
you think would be more appropriate for Ashok to adopt and
why?(d) In the present situation, what are the extra
precautionary measures to be taken by the Border Guarding
Police in dealing with soldiers in uniform?
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Case Studies on above issues.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.
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Non-refoulement
The principle of not returning a person to a place of grave harm; India is not a full Refugee
Convention party but courts and practice still weigh humanity and Article 21.

Combatant vs civilian
Armed soldiers are not treated as ordinary asylum-seekers; they may be disarmed and interned
under the law of armed conflict and national security rules.

Article 21
The right to life has been read to support emergency medical care; a bleeding person at a post is
not a file for the morning.
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