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Q2

(a) "Corruption is the manifestation of the failure of core values
in the society."” In your opinion, what measures can be adopted to
uplift the core values in the society? (b) In the context of work
environment, differentiate between 'coercion and undue
influence' with suitable examples.

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2023 - GS IV - 10 marks - Probity in Governance

Probity in Governance: Concept of public service; Philosophical basis of governance and probity; Information
sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes of Conduct, Citizen's
Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds, challenges of corruption.
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Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988

The principal Union statute that criminalises bribery and related misconduct by public servants, as
amended in 2018 on commercial organisations.

Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013

Creates a Lokpal at the Union and requires Lokayuktas in States to inquire into allegations against
public functionaries.

Indian Contract Act, 1872, Sections 15 and 16

Section 15 defines coercion; Section 16 defines undue influence through a dominating or fiduciary
position.

Right to Information Act, 2005

Gives citizens a legal right to official information, which reduces the darkness in which bribes are
priced.

Central Civil Services (Conduct) Rules, 1964
Service rules on integrity, gifts, courtesy and conduct unbecoming of a government servant.
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