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Q3

How did land reforms in some parts of the country help to
improve the socio-economic conditions of marginal and small
farmers ?
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2021 · GS III · 10 marks · Crops, Irrigation and Marketing

Major crops - cropping patterns in various parts of the country; different types of irrigation and irrigation
systems; storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
e-technology in the aid of farmers.

Core demand of the question
• How did land reforms in some parts of the country help to improve the socio-economic
conditions of marginal and small farmers?

• Name the States where implementation was serious, and do not pretend the all-India ceiling
succeeded

• Keep the explanation within a 10-mark length

Revision summary
Serious land reform meant title and recorded tenancy, not only ceiling statutes.

West Bengal's Operation Barga and Kerala's tenancy-homestead path lifted small-farmer
security and credit.

Gains included investment, bargaining power, and a rural political voice.

Most States failed on ceilings and left benami holdings intact.

Title is a floor for welfare; markets and water still decide today's income.

Introduction
Land reform after Independence meant abolishing intermediaries, securing tenants, imposing
ceilings, and consolidating holdings. Where States actually enforced those laws, small and
marginal farmers gained title, credit, and a political voice. Where they did not, the same paper
laws left the hierarchy standing.

Body

What worked in some regions
• Abolition of zamindari and jagirs in the 1950s cut absentee claims and made many
occupancy tenants owners, which raised the incentive to invest in wells and seed.

• Tenancy reform in West Bengal (Operation Barga from 1978) recorded bargadars and
shared the harvest by law, which reduced eviction and raised the tenant's share.

• Kerala combined tenancy abolition with homestead rights and a strong rural public sphere,
which lifted security for small holders even on tiny plots.

• Jammu and Kashmir's early ceiling and tenancy measures, and pockets of Karnataka
tenancy reform, show the same pattern: recorded rights beat oral dependence.
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Socio-economic gains for small and marginal farmers
• Title and recorded tenancy opened cooperative and bank credit, because land could be
shown as security instead of a landlord's word.

• A more equal village share in some districts raised wage bargaining for landless neighbours
and cut extra-economic caste levies on the field.

• Small farmers who were secure adopted HYV seed and irrigation more readily in the Green
Revolution belts that also had reform, rather than remaining sharecroppers who would lose the
gain to the malik.

• Political inclusion followed economic title: panchayat and party competition in Bengal and
Kerala had a landed small-farmer base, not only a landlord vote.

Limits
• Ceiling surplus was small in most States because of benami, exemptions, and weak mutation.
Bihar, large parts of Uttar Pradesh, and much of the Hindi heartland show paper reform
without a land-to-the-tiller shift.

• Fragmentation, tenancy that went underground, and later reverse tenancy mean reform was a
regional success, not a national completion.

• Today's small-farmer distress is also about markets, water, and climate; historic title is
necessary, not sufficient.

Flow diagram

Land reform -> Intermediary abolition

Land reform -> Recorded tenancy

Land reform -> Ceilings where enforced

Intermediary abolition -> Title credit investment

Recorded tenancy -> Title credit investment

Ceilings where enforced -> Title credit investment

Title credit investment -> Better small-farmer conditions

Weak enforcement -> Gains stay local

Conclusion
Land reform improved small and marginal lives where tenants were recorded and
intermediaries actually left, as in parts of Kerala, West Bengal, and a few other States. It did
not, by itself, equalise agrarian India.

Facts & figures

Zamindari abolition
1950s State laws that ended intermediary estates and created a large class of occupancy owners.

Operation Barga
West Bengal drive from 1978 to record sharecroppers and protect their produce share.



WRAP Exams

WRAP Exams Write. Read. Analyse. Practice.

wrapexams.com  ·  ask@wrapexams.com Page 3

Kerala land reforms
Tenancy abolition and homestead rights that secured small holders on very small plots.

Land ceiling laws
1960s-70s statutes whose surplus distribution was thin outside a few committed States.

Small and marginal holdings
Agriculture Census class: the majority of Indian operational holdings, for whom title and tenancy
record matter most.
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