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Q10

Do you think that BIMSTEC is a parallel organisation like the
SAARC ? What are the similarities and dissimilarities between the
two ? How are Indian foreign policy objectives realized by
forming this new organisation ?

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2022 - GS II - 10 marks - Bilateral and Regional Groupings

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India's interests.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.
Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.
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SAARC

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, established 1985; eight members including
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

BIMSTEC

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation, originating in
1997; seven members.

BIMSTEC members
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

BIMSTEC Charter, 2022
Adopted at the Colombo summit, giving BIMSTEC a formal charter identity later than SAARC's.

SAARC Islamabad summit, 2016

Called off after India and others withdrew following the Uri attack; summit-level SAARC has
remained stalled.
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