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Q1

Analyze the importance of Ashokan inscriptions for reconstructing
Mauryan history.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2026 · GS I · 10 marks · Indian Heritage and Culture
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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture from ancient to modern
times.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round.

Ashokan Edicts Scripts
Written mainly in Brahmi in the interior,
Kharosthi in the northwest, and Aramaic and
Greek in the extreme western frontiers.

Major Rock Edict XIII
Details the Kalinga War, its profound remorse,
and lists contemporary Hellenistic kingdoms of
the Mediterranean.
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