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Q3

Bring out the socio-economic effects of the introduction of
railways in different countries of the world.

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2023 - GS I - 10 marks - World's Physical Geography

Salient features of world's physical geography.

Core demand of the question

* Bring out the socio-economic effects of the introduction of railways in different countries of the
world

* Use more than one country and both social and economic effects

Revision summary
Britain used railways to move coal and factory goods and to urbanise the industrial north.

The United States used a transcontinental line to make a continental market and to settle the
west.

Japan and Russia used state-backed trunk lines for catch-up and empire.

Colonial India and Africa often saw lines that moved export cargo and troops, with mixed
social gains.

Everywhere, railways changed time, travel, and the idea of a national space.

Introduction

Railways, from the 1830s onward, cut the cost of moving bulk goods and people over land. The
social and economic effects were large, but they were not the same in Britain, the United
States, India, Japan, and colonial Africa.

Body

Industrial cores

e In Britain the Stockton and Darlington line (1825) and later the national grid moved coal and
factory goods, which sped urban growth in places such as Manchester and Birmingham.

* Factory time, commuting, and a national market in food and labour followed the timetable, so
class life in towns was remade around the station.

¢ In the United States the transcontinental railroad of 1869 tied the east to California,
cheapened grain and cattle, and helped a continental home market.

¢ The same American lines displaced Native nations, spread settlers, and made land a
commodity, so social cost sat beside economic gain.

Late industrialisers and colonies

* Meiji Japan used state-backed railways from the 1870s to move silk, coal, and soldiers, which
supported industrial catch-up without a long private railway age.
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e Tsarist Russia's Trans-Siberian Railway opened Siberia to grain, timber, and exile, and it tied a
huge land empire to European markets.

* In India the first passenger line ran from Bombay to Thane in 1853; later the network moved
cotton, wheat, jute, and troops for a colonial export economy.

* Indian railways also created a national market, a working class of workshop towns, and faster
nationalist travel, even while freight rates favoured raw exports.

* In parts of Africa colonial lines ran from mine or plantation to port, which extracted minerals
and cash crops without building a dense internal market.

Shared social effects

* Railways standardised time, spread print and pilgrims, and mixed strangers in third-class
carriages, which changed how people imagined a country.

* They also carried epidemics, soldiers, and famine grain, so the social effect could be relief in
one year and deeper commercial risk in the next.

Way forward for comparison

¢ Always name who owned the line and what cargo paid for it, because a coal railway and a
cotton-to-port railway do not produce the same society.

Flow diagram

Railways -> Britain Japan industry

Railways -> USA continental market

Railways -> India Africa colonial cargo
Britain Japan industry -> Towns time labour
USA continental market -> Towns time labour

India Africa colonial cargo -> Export mines plantations

Conclusion

Railways built national markets and industrial towns in some countries and extractive
corridors in others. The fair comparison is to weigh cheaper freight against whose land,
labour, and cargo the line was built to serve.

Facts & figures

Stockton and Darlington, 1825

Early public steam railway in Britain that pointed to the coal-and-factory railway age.

Bombay-Thane, 1853

First passenger railway in India; the later network served colonial trade and internal movement.

US transcontinental, 1869
Union of east-west lines at Promontory that cheapened continental freight and settlement.
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Trans-Siberian Railway

Tsarist project that tied European Russia to the Pacific across Siberia.

Meiji railways
State-supported Japanese lines from the 1870s used for industry, silk, and military mobility.
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