
WRAP Exams

WRAP Exams Write. Read. Analyse. Practice.

wrapexams.com  ·  ask@wrapexams.com Page 1

WRAP Exams · wrapexams.com
Prelims PYQ, Mains model answers, and copy evaluation. Write to the desk for this paper, a doubt, or
the AI waitlist.

ask@wrapexams.com  ·  +91 85951 84903  ·  wrapexams.com

Q1

Highlight the Central Asian and Greco Bactrian elements in the
Gandhara art.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2019 · GS I · 10 marks · Indian Heritage and Culture

Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture from ancient to modern
times.

Core demand of the question
• Highlight the Central Asian and Greco Bactrian elements in the Gandhara art

• Treat Central Asian and Greco-Bactrian features as two linked sets of evidence

• Keep the answer within a 10-mark length

Revision summary
Gandhara workshops at Taxila, Swat, and the Kabul valley carved a human Buddha in schist
and stucco.

Greco-Bactrian traits include wavy hair, drapery folds, Corinthian frames, and Heracles-like
Vajrapani.

Central Asian traits include Kushan patronage, trousers and boots, and Silk Road sites such as
Hadda and Bamiyan.

The art is Buddhist in theme and frontier in style.

It is not aniconic Gangetic art and not a simple Greek statue cycle.

Introduction
Gandhara art grew in the north-west, from the Swat and Kabul valleys to Taxila and Peshawar,
under Indo-Greek, Scythian, Parthian, and Kushan rule. It used Hellenistic skill and Central
Asian court taste to give the Buddha a human body in grey schist and stucco.

Body

Greco-Bactrian visual language
• After Alexander, the Greco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek kingdoms left a habit of naturalistic stone
carving that later Buddhist workshops at Taxila, Butkara, and Takht-i-Bahi still used.

• The standing and seated Buddha often has wavy hair, a moustache, heavy-lidded eyes, and a
body pose close to Greek contrapposto rather than the earlier aniconic wheel or footprint.

• The monastic robe falls in deep parallel folds like a himation or toga, and heads sit on a round
halo that recalls Hellenistic divine portraits.

• Architectural frames use Corinthian capitals, vine scrolls, palmettes, and pilasters; small
erotes, Atlantes, and tritons fill the narrative panels of the Buddha's life.

• Vajrapani is often shown as a Heracles type with a thunderbolt, which is a Greco-Bactrian way
of placing a protective deity beside the Buddha.
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Central Asian court and route elements
• Kushan patrons from the Yuezhi line, especially under Kanishka, paid for monasteries on the
Silk Road from Bactria and Kapisa toward Mathura, so Central Asian dress entered the reliefs.

• Donors and guards wear trousers, boots, belted tunics, and heavy cloaks, which match steppe
and Bactrian costume rather than the Indian dhoti.

• Royal types recall Kushan coins and the Mathura portrait of Kanishka, with a stiff frontal
stance, felt cap, and Iranian fire-altar taste beside Buddhist scenes.

• Stucco heads from Hadda and Bamiyan, and luxury finds from Begram, show a mix of Iranian,
Sogdian, and steppe faces along the same caravan roads.

• Horse, camel, and hunting motifs, and solar or lunar attendants, point to Central Asian and
Iranian religious company that Gandhara absorbed without dropping the Buddha image.

How the two strands meet
• Greco-Bactrian naturalism supplied the body and the column; Central Asian patronage
supplied the dress, the empire, and the trans-Hindu Kush workshop belt.

• The result is a Buddhist art of the frontier, not a copy of Athens and not a copy of early
Gangetic aniconism.

Flow diagram

Greco-Bactrian skill -> Human Buddha image

Kushan Central Asia -> Patronage dress routes

Human Buddha image -> Gandhara schist stucco

Patronage dress routes -> Gandhara schist stucco

Taxila Hadda Bamiyan -> Gandhara schist stucco

Conclusion
Gandhara art is Buddhist in subject, Greco-Bactrian in anatomy and ornament, and Central
Asian in costume and royal support. That mix is why Taxila and the Kabul valley still teach
how the north-west joined the Hellenistic world to the Silk Road.

Facts & figures

Taxila and Takht-i-Bahi
Major Gandhara monastic sites in present Pakistan where schist reliefs of the Buddha's life were
carved.

Kanishka and the Kushans
Central Asian dynasty whose patronage linked Bactria, Kapisa, Peshawar, and Mathura.

Hadda and Bamiyan
Afghan centres of stucco and colossal Buddhist imagery on the routes from Bactria.

Vajrapani as Heracles
A Greco-Bactrian type in which the Buddha's protector takes a club-bearing Greek hero form.
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Begram hoard
Luxury finds near Kapisa that show Roman, Hellenistic, Indian, and Central Asian goods on the
same road.
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