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Q13

Explain how the foundations of the modern world were laid by the
American and French Revolutions.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2019 · GS I · 15 marks · History of the World

History of the world will include events from the 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like communism,
capitalism, socialism etc. - their forms and effect on the society.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/gs-1/2019/explain-how-the-foundations-of-the-modern-world-were-
laid-by-the-american-and-french-revolutions/

Declaration of Independence, 1776
American statement of consent of the governed and the right to replace unjust rule.

US Constitution, 1787
Written federal charter with separation of powers, later joined by the Bill of Rights.

Declaration of the Rights of Man, 1789
French charter of liberty, legal equality, and national sovereignty.

Napoleonic Code
Civil law of property, contract, and family that influenced Europe and many colonies.

Haitian Revolution
Caribbean rising that used French rights talk to attack slavery and colonial rule.
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