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Q16

What is the significance of Industrial Corridors in India?
Identifying industrial corridors, explain their main
characteristics.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2018 · GS I · 15 marks · Natural Resources and Industries

Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian sub-continent);
factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various parts of the
world (including India).

Core demand of the question
• State why industrial corridors matter for India

• Identify the main corridors and explain their chief characteristics

Revision summary
Corridors cut freight time and bundle utilities so factories can cluster outside a few metros.

DMIC on the western DFC is the flagship Japan-linked belt with several industrial nodes.

AKIC follows the eastern DFC across the Ganga plain.

CBIC, VCIC, and BMEC cover southern and coastal manufacturing links.

Land, water, and skills decide whether the map becomes employment.

Flow diagram

Freight spine DFC highway port -> Industrial nodes

Industrial nodes -> Manufacturing logistics cities

DMIC west west -> Manufacturing logistics cities

AKIC east east -> Manufacturing logistics cities

CBIC VCIC BMEC -> Manufacturing logistics cities

Conclusion
• Finish freight corridors first, then fill nodes; publish water and effluent plans; and link ITIs to
each node so the significance becomes jobs, not only maps.

Industrial corridors matter because they join a freight spine to planned factory nodes and can
spread manufacturing along Delhi-Mumbai, Amritsar-Kolkata, and the southern and east-coast
belts. Their character is logistics-led, node-based, and partner-financed; they succeed only
when land, water, and skills arrive with the rail.

Facts & figures
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DMIC
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor along the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor, the largest such
project.

DMICDC
Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor Development Corporation, the SPV that develops nodes and
trunk infrastructure.

AKIC
Amritsar-Kolkata Industrial Corridor planned on the Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor
alignment.

VCIC
Vizag-Chennai Industrial Corridor, coastal manufacturing strip and early East Coast Economic
Corridor phase.

Dedicated Freight Corridors
Western and Eastern DFCs that are the rail backbone without which corridor nodes cannot move
bulk cheaply.
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