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Anthropology short notes

Political Organization and Social Control
UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination · Anthropology GS 1 · Anthropology GS 1 (Paper I)

4. Political Organization and Social Control: Band, tribe, chiefdom, kingdom and state; concepts of power,
authority and legitimacy; social control, law and justice in simple Societies.

Short notes by official syllabus heading.

Revision notes for the Anthropology optional. Confirm thinkers and examples against standard texts and recent
papers.
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4. Political Organization And Social Control

Definition
4. Political Organization and Social Control

Band

Definition
Chiefs maintained autonomy even over non-tribals.

Example / case study
Redistribution practiced even in harsh environments

Tribe

Definition
1. Formative Phase (1774-1919)

Example / case study
Herbert Risley: Racial theory of caste; The People of India. Thurston: Castes & Tribes of Southern
India. Beginning: Institutionalisation of anthropology (Dept. of Anthropology, Calcutta University -
1920). Nature: Empirical fieldwork, study of social institutions.
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