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Q5(e)

William Ogburn and Cultural lag.
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2023 · Anthropology GS 1 · 10 marks · The Nature of Culture

2.1 The Nature of Culture: The concept and Characteristics of culture and civilization; Ethnocentrism vis-a-vis
cultural Relativism.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/anthropology-gs-1/2023/william-ogburn-and-cultural-lag/

William F. Ogburn
American sociologist whose Social Change (1922) defined cultural lag.

Cultural lag
The period when non-material culture has not yet adjusted to a material or technological change.

Material culture
Tools, machines, and objects that Ogburn treated as often changing first.

Non-material culture
Law, family norms, and beliefs that may trail technological change.
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