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Q1(c)

Radcliffe-Brown's ideas on status, role and institution
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2022 · Anthropology GS 1 · 10 marks · Functionalism (Malinowski)

(c) Functionalism (Malinowski); Structural-Functionalism (Radcliffe-Brown)

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/anthropology-gs-1/2022/radcliffe-browns-ideas-on-status-role-and-
institution/

Radcliffe-Brown
Defined social structure as a network of actually existing relations of person to person, studied in
the Andamans and Australia.

Status and role
Borrowed from a legal-sociological idiom and made the units of structural-functional analysis.

Institution
A standardised pattern, such as marriage or totemic rite, that regulates roles.

Nadel
The Theory of Social Structure developed role sets beyond Radcliffe-Brown's sketch.
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