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Q2(b)

Elucidate the concept of "thick description" of Clifford Geertz
with a suitable example
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2021 · Anthropology GS 1 · 15 marks · Symbolic and interpretive theories
(Turner, Schneider and Geertz)

(h) Symbolic and interpretive theories (Turner, Schneider and Geertz)

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.
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Ryle
Distinguished a twitch from a wink; Geertz made that the emblem of ethnography.

The Interpretation of Cultures
1973 collection that placed thick description at the centre of symbolic anthropology.

Cockfight
Balinese essay in which deep play reveals status and the social text of the village.

Java
Geertz's earlier field of syncretism, pesantren, and bazaar as interpretable systems.
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