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Q5(d)
Descent Groups

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2021 - Anthropology GS 1 - 10 marks - Kinship

2.5 Kinship: Consanguinity and Affinity; Principles and types of descent (Unilineal, Double, Bilateral,
Ambilineal); Forms of descent groups (lineage, clan, phratry, moiety and kindred); Kinship terminology
(descriptive and classificatory); Descent, Filiation and Complimentary Filiation; Descent and Alliance.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a

substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/anthropology-gs-1/2021/descent-groups/

Evans-Pritchard
Nuer lineages as segments that fuse and split in politics and feud.

Malinowski
Trobriand matrilineal dala holding garden land and names.

Fortes
Distinguished the domestic family from the lineage as a jural group among the Tallensi.

Morgan

Ancient Society treated gens as a stage; later kinship theory treated descent as structure, not a
ladder.
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