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Q4(b)

How do the concepts of binary opposites and exchange figure in
Levi-Strauss' structural analysis of kinship?
UPSC Civil Services Mains 2016 · Anthropology GS 1 · 15 marks · Structuralism (Lévi-Strauss and E.
Leach)

(d) Structuralism (Lévi-Strauss and E. Leach)

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/anthropology-gs-1/2016/how-do-the-concepts-of-binary-opposites-
and-exchange-figure-in-levi-strauss-structural-analysis-of-kinship/

Elementary Structures
1949 book that made alliance the structure of kinship.

Incest taboo
The rule that forces marriage outward and founds culture.

Cross cousin
Mother's brother's or father's sister's child; the preferred affine in many elementary systems.

Jakobson
Phonological binaries that Lévi-Strauss analogised to kin thought.
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