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Q8(c)

Explain the skeletal changes due to erect posture and their
implications.

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2016 - Anthropology GS 1 - 15 marks - Characteristics of Primates

1.5 Characteristics of Primates; Evolutionary Trend and Primate Taxonomy; Primate Adaptations; (Arboreal
and Terrestrial) Primate Taxonomy; Primate Behaviour; Tertiary and Quaternary fossil primates; Living Major
Primates; Comparative Anatomy of Man and Apes; Skeletal changes due to erect posture and its implications.

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.
Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a

substitute for the model answer.
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Lovejoy

Pelvic and hip mechanics of bipedalism in early hominins.

Obstetrical dilemma
Washburn: bipedal pelvis versus large brain at birth; later authors qualify it.

Foramen magnum
Anterior position is a skeletal marker of upright head carriage.

Hallux adduction
The non-grasping big toe of a committed biped.
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