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Q4(c)

What made Geertz's Interpretive Anthropology distinct from
Turner's Symbolic Anthropology? What does each of them mean
by the terms '‘Symbol' and 'Symbolic'?

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2015 - Anthropology GS 1 - 20 marks - Symbolic and interpretive theories
(Turner, Schneider and Geertz)

(h) Symbolic and interpretive theories (Turner, Schneider and Geertz)

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.
Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a

substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/anthropology-gs-1/2015/what-made-geertzs-interpretive-anthropol
ogy-distinct-from-turners-symbolic-anthropology-what-does-each-of-them-mean-by-the-terms-symbol-and-symb
olic/

Geertz

The Interpretation of Cultures and Deep Play: the cockfight as a Balinese reading of status.

Thick description
Borrowed from Ryle: the wink versus the twitch, meaning in public action.

Turner
The Forest of Symbols: Ndembu milk tree as a dominant, multivocal ritual symbol.

Social drama
Turner's sequence of breach, crisis, redress, reintegration or split.
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