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Q2(b)

How did Morgan explain the evolution of marriage, family and
Socio-Political organization, and how did other evolutionists
disagree with his explanation?

UPSC Civil Services Mains 2015 - Anthropology GS 1 - 20 marks - Classical evolutionism (Tylor, Morgan
and Frazer)

(a) Classical evolutionism (Tylor, Morgan and Frazer)

Facts & figures for this PYQ only.

Numbers move. Confirm the latest Budget, Economic Survey or census round. This sheet is for revision, not a
substitute for the model answer.

https://wrapexams.com/upsc/mains-answers/anthropology-gs-1/2015/how-did-morgan-explain-the-evolution-of-
marriage-family-and-socio-political-organization-and-how-did-other-evolutionists-disagree-with-his-explanation/

Morgan

Ancient Society (1877) and Systems of Consanguinity used Iroquois terms as historical evidence.

McLennan
Primitive Marriage stressed capture and exogamy, not Morgan's punaluan household.

Engels
The Origin of the Family used Morgan to link monogamy and the state to private property.

Lowie
Showed that political centralisation and clan systems do not appear in a fixed world order.
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