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The Union Health Ministry outlined a phased expansion to upgrade district hospital
emergency care under Union Budget 2026-27 commitments, alongside key indigenous defence
deliveries and market stability measures.

COMBINED SUMMARY
[ ]

Health Ministry categorised 613 District Hospitals for phased 50% emergency care capacity
expansion under IPHS guidelines.

® Indian Navy received Samarthak, its first indigenous Multi-Purpose Vessel built by L&T
Kattupalli with over 75% local content.

® National Security Guard launched the 1st Mahila Commando Conversion Course at Manesar
for CAPF and State Police women officers.

® Government expanded onion buffer distribution via rail rakes under the Kanda Express
initiative to stabilise retail prices.

1. DISTRICT HOSPITAL EMERGENCY CARE UPGRADE UNION BUDGET

WHY IN NEWS

® Union Health Ministry reviewed the implementation of Union Budget 2026-27 commitments
to increase emergency and trauma care capacity in District Hospitals by 50%.

WHAT IS THE INITIATIVE?

® A national health infrastructure initiative to strengthen Emergency and Trauma Care Centres
across District Hospitals.

® Utilises gap analysis based on Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) to evaluate baseline
facility readiness, human resources, and digital integration.

PHASES AND IMPLEMENTATION DETAILS

® Covers 613 District Hospitals in three distinct phases based on patient load and structural
readiness.

® Phase I targets 160 District Hospitals for completion by March 2027, Phase II covers 203
hospitals, and Phase III will upgrade the remaining 250.
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® Integrates National Emergency Life Support (NELS) training to enhance clinical
competencies of healthcare personnel.

WHY IT MATTERS

® Addresses secondary healthcare bottlenecks by reducing referral burdens on tertiary
institutions like AIIMS.

@ Standardises public emergency care networks through unified digital pre-hospital integration
and IPHS benchmarks.

KEY TERMS

® Indian Public Health Standards: Set of uniform benchmarks prescribed for public health
facilities to ensure quality healthcare delivery across India.

® National Emergency Life Support: A standardised training program aimed at building
emergency care capacities of doctors and paramedical staff.

PAPERS

GS2, GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

® [PHS standards act as official guidelines for public health facility categorisation in India.

MAINS DISCUSSION

® Infrastructure bottlenecks in secondary healthcare and their impact on tertiary health
referral chains.

KEY DATA

® Benchmark Standard: Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) - Serves as the baseline
framework for infrastructure and human resource gap analysis in public hospitals.

® Phase I Target: 160 District Hospitals by March 2027 - Establishes the immediate timeline
for public health infrastructure audit questions in Prelims.

Official source

2. INS SAMARTHAK INDIGENOUS MULTI PURPOSE VESSEL

® Larsen & Toubro delivered Samarthak, the Indian Navy's first indigenous Multi-Purpose
Vessel (MPV), at Kattupalli.
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WHAT IS THE VESSEL?

® Samarthak (‘The Proponent') is the first in a new class of specialized Multi-Purpose Vessels
designed for the Indian Navy.

® Achieves over 75% indigenous content, reflecting domestic shipbuilding capacity under
defense indigenisation policies.

KEY CAPABILITIES AND ROLES

® Functions primarily as a trial and evaluation platform for weapons and sensors.

® Engineered to support secondary roles including maritime surveillance, reconnaissance,
offshore patrolling, and Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations.

KEY TERMS

® Multi-Purpose Vessel: A naval platform designed with flexible modular architecture to
execute diverse operational tasks rather than a single tactical mission.

PAPERS

GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

® Samarthak is the first indigenous Multi-Purpose Vessel (MPV) delivered to the Indian Navy.

KEY DATA

® Manufacturer: Larsen & Toubro Ltd., Kattupalli - Highlight of private sector entry in naval
warship construction.

® Indigenisation Level: Over 75% - Durable metric assessing self-reliance targets under
Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence.

Official source

3. NSG MAHILA COMMANDO CONVERSION COURSE MANESAR

® National Security Guard operationalised its 1st Mahila Commando Conversion Course
(MCCC) at the NSG Training Academy in Manesar.

WHAT IS THE COURSE?

® A specialized conversion training program establishing an all-women commando capability
within elite counter-terrorism units.
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® Inducts selected female personnel from Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and State
Police Forces into elite tactical roles.

TRAINING ARCHITECTURE

® Focuses on advanced tactical intervention, hostage rescue operations, close-quarter combat,
and counter-terrorism modules.

® Standardises tactical capability across Central and State security forces through centralised
training at Manesar.

KEY TERMS

® National Security Guard: India's federal contingency counter-terrorism force created
under the National Security Guard Act, 1986.

PAPERS

GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

® The NSG functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs as a specialized task force.

MAINS DISCUSSION

® Gender integration in counter-terrorism and tactical internal security architecture.

KEY DATA

® Training Location: NSG Training Academy, Manesar - Primary hub for special forces
counter-terrorism training in India.

® Parent Force: National Security Guard (Ministry of Home Affairs) - Specialised federal force
handling counter-terrorism and anti-hijacking operations.

Official source

4. KANDA EXPRESS BUFFER STOCK ONION INTERVENTION

® Department of Consumer Affairs initiated calibrated market intervention releasing buffer
stock onions at X35/kg via mobile outlets and rail logistics.

WHAT IS THE MECHANISM?
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® Targeted market intervention scheme executed through Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF)
mechanisms to curb retail food inflation.

@ Buffer stocks managed by Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC), NAFED, and NCCF are
deployed to demand centers.

ROLE OF KANDA EXPRESS LOGISTICS
® Utilises dedicated Indian Railways rakes (‘Kanda Express') for bulk transport from key
producing regions to major consumption urban centers.

® Scaled up movement from 12,000 MT (14 rakes) in 2024-25 to 88,000 MT (86 rakes to 16
cities) in 2025-26, lowering freight transport costs compared to road transit.

KEY TERMS

® Price Stabilisation Fund: A central fund set up to absorb price volatility of essential
agricultural commodities through strategic buffer procurement and market release.

PAPERS

GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

Price Stabilisation Fund operates under the Department of Consumer Affairs to manage
perishables.

MAINS DISCUSSION

® Role of logistics innovation and strategic buffers in mitigating seasonal agri-commodity
inflation.

KEY DATA

® Nodal Department: Department of Consumer Affairs (DoCA) - Administers market
interventions and essential commodity buffer stocks.

® Procuring Agencies: NAFED and NCCF - Central procurement entities executing market
stabilization operations.

Official source
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