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WHY IN NEWS

● Union Health Ministry reviewed the implementation of Union Budget 2026-27 commitments
to increase emergency and trauma care capacity in District Hospitals by 50%.

WHAT IS THE INITIATIVE?

● A national health infrastructure initiative to strengthen Emergency and Trauma Care Centres
across District Hospitals.

● Utilises gap analysis based on Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) to evaluate baseline
facility readiness, human resources, and digital integration.

PHASES AND IMPLEMENTATION DETAILS

● Covers 613 District Hospitals in three distinct phases based on patient load and structural
readiness.

● Phase I targets 160 District Hospitals for completion by March 2027, Phase II covers 203
hospitals, and Phase III will upgrade the remaining 250.

● Integrates National Emergency Life Support (NELS) training to enhance clinical
competencies of healthcare personnel.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Addresses secondary healthcare bottlenecks by reducing referral burdens on tertiary
institutions like AIIMS.

● Standardises public emergency care networks through unified digital pre-hospital integration
and IPHS benchmarks.

KEY TERMS

● Indian Public Health Standards: Set of uniform benchmarks prescribed for public health
facilities to ensure quality healthcare delivery across India.

● National Emergency Life Support: A standardised training program aimed at building
emergency care capacities of doctors and paramedical staff.
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PRELIMS FACTS

● IPHS standards act as official guidelines for public health facility categorisation in India.

MAINS DISCUSSION

● Infrastructure bottlenecks in secondary healthcare and their impact on tertiary health
referral chains.

KEY DATA

● Benchmark Standard: Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) - Serves as the baseline
framework for infrastructure and human resource gap analysis in public hospitals.

● Phase I Target: 160 District Hospitals by March 2027 - Establishes the immediate timeline
for public health infrastructure audit questions in Prelims.
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