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WHY IN NEWS

● The 14th BRICS Science Ministerial Meet held under India's chairship unanimously adopted
the 'Chennai Declaration'.

WHAT IS THE BRICS STI FRAMEWORK?

● Institutional cooperation mechanism across BRICS nations established to foster collaborative
research and technological innovation.

● Operates via 14 thematic Working Groups, the BRICS Young Scientist Forum, and joint
research framework calls.

KEY PROVISIONS OF THE CHENNAI DECLARATION

● Adopts a humanity-first approach to science, technology, and innovation (STI) cooperation.

● Focuses joint resources on Artificial Intelligence, High-Performance Computing, quantum
technologies, advanced materials, and biotechnology.

● Prioritizes social inclusiveness and climate sustainability across Global South multilateral
research networks.

KEY TERMS

● BRICS Young Scientist Forum: A platform established under BRICS STI cooperation to
encourage youth-led research and innovation exchanges.

PAPERS

GS2, GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

● Chennai Declaration pertains to BRICS STI cooperation.

● BRICS STI mechanism includes 14 thematic working groups.
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MAINS DISCUSSION

● Role of STI diplomacy in strengthening Global South partnerships within BRICS.

KEY DATA

● Multilateral Declaration: Chennai Declaration - Adopted at 14th BRICS Science Ministerial
Meet outlining humanity-first STI cooperation.

● Chairing Country: India (2026) - India hosted and chaired the 14th BRICS Science
Ministerial Meet.
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