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WHY IN NEWS

● The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UNCERD) issued findings
regarding India's implementation of international obligations.

● The Indian government rejected sweeping generalizations in the committee's observations
regarding human rights compliance.

WHAT IS UNCERD?

● UNCERD is a body of independent experts that monitors the implementation of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD).

● State parties are obliged to submit periodic reports to the committee on how civil, political,
economic, social, and cultural rights are being protected.

KEY OBSERVATIONS AND INDIA'S RESPONSE

● The committee raised concerns over domestic hate speech, treatment of minority
communities, and legal rights surrounding citizenship.

● India officially contested the committee's observations, citing unverified claims and
generalizations that overlook constitutional and legal safeguards.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Highlights India's treaty obligations under UN human rights conventions and how sovereign
domestic law intersects with UN oversight frameworks.

● Serves as a focal point for international law and human rights questions in UPSC Mains GS2.

KEY TERMS

● ICERD: International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1965.

● UNCERD: The body of 18 independent experts monitoring the implementation of ICERD by
state parties.
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PRELIMS FACTS

● UNCERD monitors compliance with ICERD, a core UN human rights treaty.

MAINS DISCUSSION

● Evaluate the mechanisms under UN human rights treaty bodies and India's multilateral
engagement.

KEY DATA

● Parent Convention: ICERD (1965) - Key international instrument monitored by UNCERD.

● Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland - Location where UN human rights treaty bodies meet.
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