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Key national and international developments focus on global human rights compliance,
regional vehicle pollution initiatives, and upcoming multilateral engagements.

COMBINED SUMMARY

● UN CERD Review: The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination released
findings regarding India's compliance with ICERD, prompting official responses.

● Delhi-NCR Parivartan Scheme: The government initiated vehicle replacement incentives
to phase out old commercial trucks and buses in NCR to combat air pollution.

● Diplomatic Engagements at SCO: India expands multilateral focus towards the upcoming
BRICS summit, 2028-29 UNSC non-permanent seat bid, and Central Asian diplomatic ties.

1. UN COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION UNCERD

WHY IN NEWS

● The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UNCERD) issued findings
regarding India's implementation of international obligations.

● The Indian government rejected sweeping generalizations in the committee's observations
regarding human rights compliance.

WHAT IS UNCERD?

● UNCERD is a body of independent experts that monitors the implementation of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD).

● State parties are obliged to submit periodic reports to the committee on how civil, political,
economic, social, and cultural rights are being protected.

KEY OBSERVATIONS AND INDIA'S RESPONSE

● The committee raised concerns over domestic hate speech, treatment of minority
communities, and legal rights surrounding citizenship.

● India officially contested the committee's observations, citing unverified claims and
generalizations that overlook constitutional and legal safeguards.
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WHY IT MATTERS

● Highlights India's treaty obligations under UN human rights conventions and how sovereign
domestic law intersects with UN oversight frameworks.

● Serves as a focal point for international law and human rights questions in UPSC Mains GS2.

KEY TERMS

● ICERD: International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1965.

● UNCERD: The body of 18 independent experts monitoring the implementation of ICERD by
state parties.

PAPERS

GS2

PRELIMS FACTS

● UNCERD monitors compliance with ICERD, a core UN human rights treaty.

MAINS DISCUSSION

● Evaluate the mechanisms under UN human rights treaty bodies and India's multilateral
engagement.

KEY DATA

● Parent Convention: ICERD (1965) - Key international instrument monitored by UNCERD.

● Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland - Location where UN human rights treaty bodies meet.

Official source

2. PARIVARTAN SCHEME DELHI NCR COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

WHY IN NEWS

● The government targets 25,000 commercial vehicle registrations under the Parivartan
scheme to phase out polluting trucks and buses in Delhi-NCR.

● Fifteen major vehicle manufacturers have signed agreements to offer financial discounts for
commercial vehicle upgrades.

WHAT IS THE PARIVARTAN SCHEME?
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● A targeted initiative aimed at replacing old, polluting commercial diesel and petrol vehicles
operating in the National Capital Region (NCR).

● It blends government policy incentives with manufacturer-led financial discounts to
accelerate vehicle fleet modernizations.

KEY FEATURES AND OPERATIONAL STRATEGY

● Commercial vehicle owners receive financial incentives and manufacturer discounts when
scrapping old vehicles and purchasing compliant alternatives.

● Focuses heavily on heavy commercial fleets, including buses and multi-axle freight trucks,
which contribute significantly to winter air pollution.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Addresses severe vehicular pollution and particulate matter emission issues across NCR.

● Aligns with broader national scrappage policies and electric/clean fuel transition frameworks.

KEY TERMS

● Vehicle Scrappage Policy: A framework to phase out unfit and polluting vehicles to
promote fuel efficiency and safety.

PAPERS

GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

● The Parivartan scheme targets commercial vehicle replacement specifically within
Delhi-NCR.

MAINS DISCUSSION

● Examine technological and policy interventions required to control urban vehicular pollution
in India.

KEY DATA

● Target Region: Delhi-NCR - Nodal area facing severe seasonal air quality degradation.

● Expected Registrations: 25,000 vehicles - Numerical target set under the policy drive by
October.

Official source
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3. INDIA SCO SUMMIT CENTRAL ASIA UNSC 2028-29

WHY IN NEWS

● India is aligning its Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) diplomatic engagements with
planning for the BRICS Summit and its campaign for the 2028-2029 UNSC non-permanent
seat.

● Efforts are underway to reinvigorate institutional formats such as the long-pending
India-Central Asia Summit.

WHAT IS THE CONTEXT?

● India actively utilizes regional forums like the SCO to engage Central Asian republics, Iran,
and key regional powers.

● Diplomatic focus centers on energy security, regional connectivity projects such as INSTC,
and multilateral governance reform.

KEY DIPLOMATIC OBJECTIVES

● Strengthening bilateral and regional links with Central Asian states, missing formal
summit-level meetings since 2022.

● Laying diplomatic groundwork for India's candidature for a non-permanent seat on the UN
Security Council for the 2028-2029 term.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Highlights India's strategic balance between Eurasian integration forums (SCO, BRICS) and
global governance platforms (UNSC).

● Vital for continental security, counter-terrorism alignment, and trade connectivity routes into
Eurasia.

KEY TERMS

● UNSC Non-Permanent Seat: Ten seats on the UN Security Council elected by the General
Assembly for two-year terms.

● INSTC: International North-South Transport Corridor connecting India to Central Asia and
Russia via Iran.

PAPERS

GS2

PRELIMS FACTS

● India seeks a non-permanent term on the UN Security Council for the 2028-2029 tenure.
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MAINS DISCUSSION

● Analyze the strategic significance of Central Asia to India's extended neighborhood policy
and regional diplomacy.

KEY DATA

● UNSC Term Target: 2028-2029 - Period targeted for India's next non-permanent seat
tenure.

● SCO Headquarters: Beijing, China - Permanent administrative secretariat location of the
SCO.

Official source

4. GST COUNCIL STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE

WHY IN NEWS

● The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council scheduled its upcoming meeting to discuss
compliance simplification for taxpayers.

WHAT IS THE GST COUNCIL?

● Constitutional body established under Article 279A following the 101st Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2016.

● Chaired by the Union Finance Minister, with members comprising the Union Minister of
State for Finance and Finance/Tax Ministers from all 28 States and 3 Union Territories with
legislatures (Delhi, Puducherry, Jammu & Kashmir).

DECISION-MAKING MECHANISM

● Every decision requires a three-fourths majority of weighted votes present and voting.

● The Central Government holds a weightage of one-third of total votes cast, while all State
Governments combined hold a weightage of two-thirds.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Serves as the primary institutional vehicle for cooperative federalism in indirect taxation.

● Recommendations of the GST Council are advisory and non-binding on Parliaments and State
Assemblies as held in the Mohit Minerals judgment.

KEY TERMS

● Article 279A: Constitutional provision empowering the President to constitute the GST
Council.
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● Cooperative Federalism: A model of governance where Union and State executive
authorities collaboratively formulate fiscal policy.

PAPERS

GS2, GS3

PRELIMS FACTS

● GST Council is constituted under Article 279A by the President.

● Union Union Territory legislatures participating in the Council include Delhi, Puducherry,
and Jammu & Kashmir.

MAINS DISCUSSION

● Analyze the GST Council as a mechanism of fiscal federalism in light of judicial rulings.

KEY DATA

● Constitutional Provision: Article 279A - Establishes the Goods and Services Tax Council.

● Voting Weightage: 1/3 Centre, 2/3 States - Defines the constitutional voting mechanism
under Article 279A(9).

Official source

WRAP Exams · Write. Read. Analyse. Practice.
Open on wrapexams.com

ask@wrapexams.com · wrapexams.com · Revision brief. Confirm figures against the linked official source.

https://wrapexams.com/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/gst-council-to-meet-on-september-12-agenda-likely-to-focus-mainly-on-ease-of-compliance/article71404277.ece
https://wrapexams.com/upsc/archives/daily-news-summary/2026-08-30/

