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WHY IN NEWS

● India is aligning its Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) diplomatic engagements with
planning for the BRICS Summit and its campaign for the 2028-2029 UNSC non-permanent
seat.

● Efforts are underway to reinvigorate institutional formats such as the long-pending
India-Central Asia Summit.

WHAT IS THE CONTEXT?

● India actively utilizes regional forums like the SCO to engage Central Asian republics, Iran,
and key regional powers.

● Diplomatic focus centers on energy security, regional connectivity projects such as INSTC,
and multilateral governance reform.

KEY DIPLOMATIC OBJECTIVES

● Strengthening bilateral and regional links with Central Asian states, missing formal
summit-level meetings since 2022.

● Laying diplomatic groundwork for India's candidature for a non-permanent seat on the UN
Security Council for the 2028-2029 term.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Highlights India's strategic balance between Eurasian integration forums (SCO, BRICS) and
global governance platforms (UNSC).

● Vital for continental security, counter-terrorism alignment, and trade connectivity routes into
Eurasia.

KEY TERMS

● UNSC Non-Permanent Seat: Ten seats on the UN Security Council elected by the General
Assembly for two-year terms.

● INSTC: International North-South Transport Corridor connecting India to Central Asia and
Russia via Iran.
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PRELIMS FACTS

● India seeks a non-permanent term on the UN Security Council for the 2028-2029 tenure.

MAINS DISCUSSION

● Analyze the strategic significance of Central Asia to India's extended neighborhood policy
and regional diplomacy.

KEY DATA

● UNSC Term Target: 2028-2029 - Period targeted for India's next non-permanent seat
tenure.

● SCO Headquarters: Beijing, China - Permanent administrative secretariat location of the
SCO.
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