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WHY IN NEWS

● The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) revised the regulatory timeline for
duty-free raw sugar imports.

WHAT WERE THE EXISTING NORMS?

● Raw sugar imported under duty-free concession quotas was tied to fixed operational cutoff
dates (such as an October 31 calendar deadline) for refining and domestic sale.

KEY REGULATORY CHANGES

● Flexible Timeline: Replaced the fixed annual cutoff date with a rolling two-month
operational window starting from the date of filing the Bill of Entry.

● Unchanged Parameters: Tariff-rate quota limits and overall duty-free import volumes
remain unmodified.

WHY IT MATTERS

● Prevents port congestion and logistics distress caused by arbitrary uniform calendar cutoffs
for importers.

● Provides refinery operators predictable operational windows for value addition.

KEY TERMS

● Bill of Entry: A legal document filed by importers or customs agents with the customs
department on or before the arrival of imported goods.

● Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT): An attached office of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry responsible for formulating India's Foreign Trade Policy.
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● The Bill of Entry marks the point at which import duties are assessed and clearances begin.

KEY DATA

● Nodal Agency: DGFT - Statutory body enforcing trade controls under Foreign Development
and Regulation Act, 1992.

● New Processing Window: 2 months - Time granted for sugar refining and sale from the date
of filing Bill of Entry.
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